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Chapter 1: The Mature Of Science Fage &
Section A The Scientific World Yiew

14 The Scientific World View L=

A scientific world view is not something that worlang scientists spend a lot of time discussing,
They just do science. But underlying their work are several beliefs that are not always held by
nonscientists. One 15 that by worlang together over tume, people can in fact Hgure out how the
wotld wotrlts, Another 15 that the untverse 13 a unufied system and knowledge ganed from
studying one part of it can often be applied to other parts. Stll another 13 that knowledge 1z both
stable and subject to change.

Little 1z gained by presenting these beliefs to students as dogma. For one thing, such beliefs are
subtle. The first one cited abowe says only that scientists believe that the world can be
understood, not that it ever will be so completely understood that science can shut down once
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