Benchmarks Related to NCSS Standards

Chapter 1: The Nature of Science

The Scientific World View, grades 6-8

Some matters cannot be examined usefully in a scientific way.
Among them are matters that by their nature cannot be tested
objectively and those that are essentially matters of morality. Science
can sometimes be used to inform ethical decisions by identifying the
likely consequences of particular actions but cannot be used to
establish that some action is either moral or immoral.

The Scientific Enterprise, grades 9-12

Scientists can bring information, insights and analytical skills to bear
on matters of public concern. Acting in their areas of expertise,
scientists can help people understand the likely causes of events and
estimate their possible effects. Outside their areas of expertise,
however, scientists should enjoy no special credibility. And where
their own personal, institutional, or community interests are at stake,
scientists as a group can be expected to be no less biased than other
groups are about their perceived interests.

The Scientific Enterprise, grades 6-8

Until recently, women and racial minorities, because of restrictions
on their education and employment opportunities, were essentially
left out of much of the formal work of the science establishment; the
remarkable few who overcame those obstacles were even then likely
to have their work disregarded by the science establishment.
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