
Category II Summaries for Physical Science Examples

Addressing commonly held ideas

Material A
A suggested response to a Science Log question mentions that “some students
may have the mistaken notion that there must be something in between the
particles, probably more particles. Point out that this is incorrect” (p. 106t). This is
the only instance in which a specific misconception is explicitly addressed,
although just telling students that their idea is incorrect is not likely to help most
of them. None of the many commonly held ideas that relate to the kinetic
molecular theory is explicitly addressed, nor are there any activities that would
help students with their difficulties. Although the material provides teachers with
some help in identifying their own students’ ideas, it does not provide specific
guidance on how to make use of the information.



Note(s)



