
Category IV Physical Science Examples

Representing ideas effectively

Matter and Molecules - Example 2
In attempting to represent the key idea that “All matter is made up of atoms,
which are far too small to see directly through a microscope,” the unit uses
drawings that are misleading and could reinforce the erroneous notion that
molecules are in substances. For example, a drawing shows a single cell floating
in a drop of water with a border around the cell (Science Book, p. 7s). The view
through the “magic glasses” does not make clear that the border, too, is made of
molecules.




