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0 Read The Double Helix by James Watson or Rosalind Franklin by
Anne Sayre and write an essay describing your view of how a major
discovery was made. Include the nature of the approach, the impor-
tance of collaborative work, and the roles that luck or imagination
might have played.

[ [JN THE J0HE
CRIMINALIST  The courtroom was completely silent. The most
important piece of evidence linking Jason Benton to the attempted
murder of a state university student had been placed before the jury.
That evidence came from forensic science, the practical application
of science and medicine to law.

On a warm day in autumn, Missy, a freshman in college, was at
a campus party with her roommate and decided to leave early and
walk back to the dormitory alone. When her roommate returned, it
was obvious that Missy had not made it back. After retracing the
path that Missy was assumed to have taken home, her roommate
and other friends found her lying just off the road, obviously terri-
fied and suffering from severe trauma. She was coherent and said
that she had been mugged and beaten on her way home. When
police arrived, she described that her attacker had grabbed her from
behind. She never clearly saw his face but she recalled that he had
spoken with an angry stutter and a foreign-sounding accent.
Because of the stutter and accent, the police suspected a well-
known, recently paroled criminal, Jason Benton, and they picked
him up for questioning.

A forensics team that included the state’s senior criminalist
immediately studied the area for evidence, finding little. But, Missy
had scratched her attacker and got some of his skin beneath her fin-
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