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Public Support for Climate and Energy Education

Source: Yale, January 2010 Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu



Knowledge: Which of the following directly
contributes to global warming?

Source: Leiserowitz, 2003 (n = 673)Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu



Which contributes most to global warming?
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Conceptual Models of Climate Change

Threshold Random Gradual Fragile Stable
32% 12% 5%27%24%

Source: Yale, October 2008 (n = 2,068) Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu



American Images of Global Warming

Source: Leiserowitz, 2003 
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American Images of Global Warming

Source: Leiserowitz, 2003, 2010 

Melting
Ice

Heat Nature Ozone Alarmed Flood/
Sea Levels

Climate
Chg

Naysayer



Global Warming’s “Six Americas”

Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu Source: Yale, November 2008 (n = 2,189) 













Summary

• Public understanding of the causes, consequences, and potential 
solutions remains limited. Many continue to use inappropriate 
mental models to think about the issue.

• There are six distinct “Americas” that each respond differently to 
the climate issue – know your audience.

• Some groups need to understand the basic facts of climate 
science, others have already accepted those facts and want to 
know more about the solutions.

• Large majorities of Americans support programs to teach children
and adults about climate change and energy.

• Improving climate literacy is more important now than ever.

Anthony.Leiserowitz@yale.edu



For more information:

research.yale.edu/environment/climate/

The online Six Americas survey:
http://uw.kqed.org/climatesurvey/index-kqed.php

or
http://apps.facebook.com/climatesurvey/


