
4 Academic Cultures4 Academic Cultures
new synergies needednew synergies needed

at universitiesat universities
to accelerate society’sto accelerate society’s

response to climate changeresponse to climate change

Mark Hixon, Oregon State UniversityMark Hixon, Oregon State University
presenting impressions frompresenting impressions from thethe Columbia River QuorumColumbia River Quorum

organized and hosted by theorganized and hosted by the Spring Creek ProjectSpring Creek Project
Oregon State UniversityOregon State University



Columbia River QuorumColumbia River Quorum
March 2009March 2009









10 February 2009.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA.



the challenge

Time →

↑
Rate

environmental
degradation

society’s
response



the challenge

Time →

↑
Rate

society’s
response

GAP

environmental
degradation



the goal

Time →

↑
Rate

environmental
degradation

society’ssociety’s
responseresponse



,

Maslow 1943



ecosystem
goods

ethics,
morals,

aesthetics

intrinsic
value

Need, Focus, and
Environmental Attitude



present

future

ecosystem
goods

ethics,
morals,

aesthetics

intrinsic
value

Need, Focus, and
Environmental Attitude



present

future

ecosystem
goods

ethics,
morals,

aesthetics

intrinsic
value

GAP

GAP

Need, Focus, and
Environmental Attitude



““We don’t need more scientific assessments We don’t need more scientific assessments 
to tell us how fast our lifeto tell us how fast our life--support systems support systems 

are going down the drain. What we do need is are going down the drain. What we do need is 
something never done before something never done before –– to mobilize to mobilize 
scientists, social scientists, scholars in the scientists, social scientists, scholars in the 
humanities, and the general publichumanities, and the general public to find to find 

& promote ways to change human & promote ways to change human behaviorbehavior.”.”

----Paul Ehrlich (2009)   Paul Ehrlich (2009)   
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New Synergies

Environmental Humanities Program at OSU
Millennium Assessment of Human Behavior at Stanford



the practical challenge

McGuire 1978



(2009)
(2009  AltaMira Press)



(September 2010  Trinity Univ Pr)



...time will tell...


